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Jane Austen and the Abbey –
My First AGM

It all started for me at The Morgan Library & 
Museum, where I had just attended a lecture on 
adapting Jane Austen novels. Once on the train
home, I searched for a flyer that I had tucked among 
my signed copies of a Lady Susan adaptation, a 
Sense and Sensibility mash-up, and a Pride and 
Prejudice comic (the authors of all three having 
charmed me immensely). “Do you want to join Jane 
in her quest for world domination?” the flyer from 
JASNA-NY asked in a friendly and welcoming tone. I 
gazed at it longingly, and my innermost voice 
responded with a wholehearted yes!

When I look back, joining JASNA-NY was one of the 
most significant things I did all year. So how could I 
resist spending a Halloween weekend at a 
conference subtitled “Mystery, Mayhem, and Muslin 
in Portland,” complete with a “Bal Masque,” and 
witnessing firsthand Jane’s domination in that 
corner of the world?

Cut to Portland and my jet-lagged self chatting with 
fellow revelers as I went down the line at one of the 
well-executed country dance workshops. That 
afternoon I listened to Stephanie Barron, the author 
of a series of impeccably researched Jane Austen 
mysteries that I’ve devoured over the years, explain 
the techniques Jane Austen used to add intrigue and 
mystery to her novels, making her one of the first to 
employ devices used by future detective writers. (To 
hear Stephanie explain why, oh why, she had to kill 
off Jane’s love interest, “Gentleman Rogue” Lord 
Harold Trowbridge, alone was worth the trip for this 
fan.) I was thrilled to have Stephanie sign two of her 
books for me later that evening, over a conversation 
about Queen Victoria and Prince Albert.

I admit I’m a latecomer to Northanger Abbey, having 
always found myself rereading Jane’s other more 
celebrated novels instead. I’ve now become so 
delighted with the novel and Austen’s witty hero, I 
would wear a Team Tilney button proudly if I had 
one. My breakout session selections on Henry Tilney 
as Austen’s unique take on the “feminized hero” 
(Stephanie Eddleman), a kinder, gentler hero (Peter 
Graham), and even Austen’s own Horatian hero 
(Jacqueline Fessard Johnson), reflect the newfound 
infatuation of this first-time attendee.

Ellen Moody’s discussion of other gothic novels that 
might have inspired Jane while writing Northanger,
and Akiko Takei’s analysis of John Thorpe’s and 
Isabella’s narcissistic and histrionic personality 
disorders rounded things out nicely for me. Of 
course, topics ranging from the “Mystique of the 
Pineapple” to “Muslin and Magic” ensured 
something for whatever mood you were in, and Jeff 
Nigro’s slide show showed how even Regency
illustrations and paintings could be historically 
inaccurate in regard to fashion. I was even fortunate 
enough to have a one-on-one discussion with 
speaker Christine Shih on Emily Bronte’s real-life 
gothic horrors while sipping martinis and watching 
the Wild Rose Garland Dancers at the Portland Art 
Museum.

Maureen O’Connor, Lorraine Garvilla, Susanna Ciurleo

Lest we forget our heroine, Juliet McMaster spoke of 
Catherine’s growth from “cheerful, open” to “finely 
aware and richly responsible,” and how her 
“imaginative awakening” gave Henry the strength to 
face his own truths and realities. I was pleased to 
buy a couple of books from Juliet’s Juvenilia Press 
series at the Milsom Street Emporium, finding these 
attractive books to be a wonderfully accessible way 
for me to finally read Jane’s juvenilia. Juliet was also 
kind enough to sign them for me: “For a niece or 
nephew?” “No, for me,” I replied sheepishly. While 
there, I also indulged in a few other items including 
a Hugh Thomson-illustrated Pride and Prejudice
and Wicked Wickham tea from Bingley’s Jane 
Austen Tea Series (“White tea with a candy 
aftertaste. How bad can it be?”)
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Later on that night, I paraded through the banquet 
hall with 300 or so other participants of the Bal 
Masque, in the cream satin gown created with expert 
care by our official costumer, Maureen O’Connor 
(who generously donates all proceeds to AGM 2012).
Maureen and I joked that we felt like movie stars 
having our Red Carpet moment, complete with 
paparazzi snapping our picture. During the ball 
there were agreeable partners to be had, some of the 
same beautiful music used in the dance scenes in 
2007’s TV adaptation of Northanger Abbey (nice 
touch!), and plenty of swirling muslin, feathers, and 
lace. Though I’m no more “born to be a heroine” 
than Catherine Morland, I was certainly coming on 
like one that night!

At the next day’s Sunday brunch, Nili Olay and Jerry 
Vetowich’s presentation on “Sex, Money, and Power 
in Jane Austen’s Fiction” was such a huge hit I’m 
sure it won over all who were only thinking about 
attending the essential 2012 Brooklyn AGM. An 
expertly edited film promoting 2011’s Fort Worth 
AGM left me in stitches. The fun continued with a 
panel discussion with William Phillips, Diana 
Birchall, Joan Ray, and Kimberly Brangwin on the 
many virtues of Northanger Abbey, its heroine, and 
her relationship with Henry. It ended with Phillips’s
wonderful dedication to Austen’s most underrated 
novel: the sure-to-be-a-classic poem “Abbey 
Doggerel,” which captured all the love in the room 
brilliantly.

Later, as I quietly took in the first editions of 
Austen’s novels and chuckled at the original Gilroy 
cartoons on display in Portland’s Central Library, I 
thought of the parting words that I heard from the 
lovely Sheryl Craig, editor of JASNA News: “I hope to 
see you at Fort Worth.” My innermost voice 
responded: I hope so too!

Susanna Ciurleo   

Helen Yang and Jaclyn Green-Stock

Juvenilia Doings

What JASNA group combines a love of 
Jane Austen with fun events like a 
walking tour of all things British in 
Greenwich Village, a tea time picnic in 
Central Park, and a party with the 
Bollywood version of Sense and
Sensibility, “Kandukondain Kandukondain”?
Juvenilia, the young members group of
the New York Metro Region of JASNA! 

We are the Juvenilians, the under-45 
group of JASNA, and we enjoy getting 
together to celebrate Austen’s work and
her life, as well as other related 
interests. We also enjoy going for dinner 
and drinks after JASNA meetings!

Join us for our upcoming events, which 
include a viewing of Made in Deganham,
a film starring Sally Hawkins (Persuasion, 
2007) about a female worker strike in 
1968 that led to the Equal Pay Act, and 
a potential trip out of the city in the 
spring.

If you are a Juvenilian, please contact 
Jaclyn Green-Stock and Helen Yang at 
janesjuvenilia@gmail.com to learn more 
about the exciting upcoming events 
through our mailing list. And remember, 
“If adventures will not befall a young 
lady in her own village, she must seek 
them abroad.”

Jaclyn Green-Stock
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October Regional Meeting
An Actor’s View

Saturday afternoon, October 9, was a splendid sunny 
day in New York, perfectly reflected in the bright, 
expectant faces of the nearly one hundred local 
JASNA members attending the New York Metro 
Regional meeting at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian 
Church.

The gathering was officially convened with a quote 
from Austen (Mansfield Park, concerning acting, of 
course) provided by Marilyn Goldfried and read by 
NY Metro Region co-chair Jerry Vetowich. Co-chair 
Nili Olay extended a warm welcome to the group. 
Both in costume, the dynamic husband and wife 
team then presented the skit written by Elsa 
Solender for the upcoming AGM in Portland to 
promote New York’s 2012 AGM (Nili and Jerry are 
co-coordinators). It was a charming few moments 
and bound to captivate Portland AGM attendees. 
Entitled “Sex, Money, and Power in Jane Austen’s 
Fiction,” the 2012 AGM will feature Anna Quindlen 
as keynote speaker (which elicited some 
appreciative gasps from the audience), Cornel West 
(more gasps) on power, and founder of Chawton 
House Library, Sandy Lerner, on money (yet more 
gasps and a final round of applause). 

In keeping with the “acting” theme of the day, 
Marilyn Goldfried then introduced an inspired game 
of “Fly on the Wall” in which members were to 
imagine themselves as listening in on a conversation 
from one of Jane Austen’s novels, a conversation 
that readers were actually never privy to. For 
example: Mr. Elton’s proposal of marriage to 
Augusta Hawkins in Emma; Lady Catherine de 
Bourgh visiting Mr. Darcy after her confrontation 
with Elizabeth Bennet at Longbourn in Pride and 
Prejudice. Choices were offered from all six novels 
and participants were given a brief time to plan and 
write their mini skits. (see p. 4)

The afternoon’s true highlight was Angela Barlow’s 
presentation of “Jane Austen and Character: An 
Actor’s View.” Introduced by Joyce Melito, Ms. 
Barlow has a most impressive tally of work in 
theater, TV, film, and radio. She began exploring the 
idea of Jane Austen and her characters at a 
performance in Chawton House Library on the 
occasion of the 200th anniversary of Jane Austen’s 
move to Chawton.  

Sitting under a spotlight that rendered her hair a 
cherubic halo of curls, Ms. Barlow began by noting 
that while an easier topic might have been the place 
of shawls or wine in Austen novels, the subject of 
character had infinite possibilities, and “any 
passionate reader of Jane Austen discovers that her 
characters do indeed have infinite subtleties.” Ms. 
Barlow then explored the characters of Austen’s 
novels as an actor might in preparing to play a role, 
first observing how characters are revealed in 
complex ways: by the narrator, through the eyes of 

other characters, and through his or her own words 
or actions (and reader beware, as they may be 
contradictory!).

She matched the questions actors often ask 
themselves with actual Austen heroes and heroines: 
What is the “temperature” of the character? 
Catherine Morland and Fanny Price, while similar in 
age and situation, have decidedly different 
“temperatures.”  Does my character drive the scene 
or simply react? Lady Catherine de Bourgh is in the 
driver’s seat at the beginning of her confrontation 
with Elizabeth, but Elizabeth quickly unseats her, 
making it a memorable dialogue. Who influences 
me? Whom do I influence? Here Anne Elliot 
immediately came to mind. While first influenced by 
Lady Russell, she gradually increased her courage 
and openness in a brilliant narrative “told by a 
novelist at the height of her powers.” 

Ultimately, an actor planning to play a character in 
any Austen adaptation needs to read the novel, 
preferably more than once, Barlow suggested. The 
complexities of character need a “whole-picture” 
view. Using Mr. Darcy as a prime example, Ms. 
Barlow noted that the truth of who he is derives 
from sifting through all the different points of view 
(changing, biased, true, untrue): those of Wickham, 
Mrs. Bennet, his friend Bingley, Elizabeth, his 
housekeeper, etc.  Barlow ended on a light note, 
hinting that sometimes an adaptation enhances a 
less than satisfactory Austen character. “Hugh 
Grant, for example, as cinema’s Edward Ferrars. I 
think he had more sex appeal and humor than the 
book’s Edward and that made it more believable to 
me that Elinor loved him!”

After Ms. Barlow’s survey of a professional actor’s 
tasks, it was time to enjoy the results of the “Fly on 
the Wall” game.  The amateur theatricals that 
resulted were quite impressive considering the very 
brief time allotted to their preparation. Bravos to 
one and all!

In addition to an exceptional program, attendees 
were treated to a display of Austen-related books, 
jewelry, and stationery (including the striking new 
2012 AGM pins) for sale at Pug’s Boutique; the art of 
costumer Maureen O’Connor, who was prepared to 
sew the Regency costume of choice for any attendee 
wishing to commission one for future AGM balls; 
and a tea table of fruit, finger sandwiches, and 
cookies that would have pleased the Viscountess 
Dalrymple. A raffle of lovely prizes brought the day 
to a happy conclusion.

As old friends and new merrily greeted one another, 
balancing plates of elegant sandwiches, catching up 
even as they were saying their goodbyes, one could 
only recall Elizabeth Bennet’s observation in 
defending her small community to Mr. Darcy: “But 
people themselves alter so much, there is something 
new to be observed in them forever!”

Elise Antreassian



Austen Chronicle:  Metro Edition December 2010  Page 4

The Fly on the Wall Game at the Regional 
Meeting

Group 1: Emma
Mr. Elton’s proposal of marriage to Augusta 
Hawkins

Mr. Elton:  My dear Miss Hawkins – may I call you 
Augusta? – I’ve waited for this precious opportunity 
for what seems like an eternity.
Miss Hawkins: Mr. Elton, why, what can you mean?
Mr. Elton:  My dear Augusta, you cannot have been 
unaware of my regard, which has deepened every 
time we have met.  Your many excellencies have 
struck me to the heart.
Miss Hawkins: Mr. Elton, please spare my blushes.
Mr. Elton:  If you accept my hand, I can promise you 
a lovely home – although it may not be equal to 
Maple Grove.  But you will still move in the finest 
circles.
Miss Hawkins:  I accept your proposal with 
gratitude, but I must be frank – without music life 
would be a blank to me.
Mr. Elton:  Augusta, you’ve made me the happiest of 
men.  After we meet with your guardian to settle the 
more mundane matters, it shall be all as you desire.
(Miss Hawkins curtsies with triumphant modesty.)

Group 2: Northanger Abbey
After Catherine leaves the Pump Room, Captain 
Tilney and Isabella Thorpe are alone.  

Isabella Thorpe: I believe, sir, that I know your 
younger brother.
Captain Tilney: Is a clergyman more to your liking 
than a soldier?
Isabella Thorpe: I think I prefer a red coat to a 
clerical collar.
Captain Tilney: Soldier over parson? Does that mean 
you would equally prefer vice over virtue?
Isabella Thorpe: Ta Sir! Are you questioning your 
vice or my virtue?
Captain Tilney: Do you consider proficiency in the 
dance a vice or a virtue?
Isabella Thorpe: My dear sir, is that an invitation?
Captain Tilney: If it pleases you, m’dear, I’m at your 
service.

Group 3: Mansfield Park
Sir Thomas and Lady Bertram retire to their room, 
the night of his return from Antigua.

Note: Sir Thomas addresses his lady, who directs her
attention and devotion to her dear Pug, admiring the 
dog, blowing kisses, etc, throughout.

Sir Thomas: My dear Lady Bertram, I am incensed 
that my home has been so invaded and ill-used! 
Everything in disarray! The children running wild! 
Strangers about! Complete chaos! The master of the 
house should expect a morally intact and organized 
home following a lengthy absence.... Where is 
Fanny? Why cannot I talk to Fanny? I risk my health, 
well-being, and fortune and leave my son Thomas in 
charge, and what folly ensues! What do you say,
madam?

Group 4: Pride and Prejudice
After her frustrating conversation with Elizabeth 
Bennet at Longbourn, Lady Catherine de Bourgh 
visits her nephew, Mr. Darcy, in London.  

Servant trying to announce Lady Catherine as she 
barges in:

Mr. Darcy: Lady Catherine!
Lady Catherine: Fitzwilliam, I have just had a 
meeting of the most alarming nature with Miss 
Elizabeth Bennet, a woman of no family, no means, 
no connections.  She has the most devious designs 
upon you.  She would pollute the shades of 
Pemberley.  She refuses to say no.
Mr. Darcy: Thank you, Aunt.  You have given me 
every reason to hope.

Exit Lady Catherine.

Group 5: Persuasion
Mrs. Clay and William Walter Elliot have a 
conversation under the colonnade at Bath.

Mr. Elliot: I am glad that you agreed to meet me.  
Allow me to speak plainly, my dear.  I have been 
watching you.  Why are you wasting your time on 
that old man when so much youth, vigor, and 
passion are before you?
Mrs. Clay:  Why, sir, I don’t know what you are 
talking of.  I think you are mistaken.  I am a friend of 
Miss Elliot.
Mr. Elliot: (grasping her hand): What a charming 
friend indeed.  You clearly have the admiration of 
her father.  Am I too late?!!
Mrs. Clay: Sir, I have noted your interest in Miss 
Anne.
Mr. Elliot (pulling her close to him):  Are you 
suggesting that I don’t know my heart?  You are the 
perfect advertisement for Gowlings lotion and have 
captivated me.
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Group 6 Sense and Sensibility
The newly married Mrs. Robert Ferrars (ne Lucy 
Steele) visits Mrs. Jennings in London.  

Butler introduces Mrs. Ferrars:

Butler: Mrs. Ferrars to see you, ma’am.
Mrs. Jennings: I wish you joy, Mrs. Ferrars.  And 
how is Mr. Ferrars?
Lucy: He is well. We are so enjoying our new 
married life.
Mrs. Jennings: I didn’t expect to see you in London 
so soon.  Doesn’t your new home require a lot of 
alterations? 
Lucy: Oh, no, it is perfect, with many old family 
pieces.
Mrs. Jennings: And how does he find his new 
occupation?
Lucy: Oh, he doesn’t need to work, of course.
Mrs. Jennings: But what about his writing sermons 
and meeting with the poor of the parish?
Lucy: Parish?? Whatever do you mean?
Mrs. Jennings: Of course Mr. Ferrars is a vicar of …
Lucy: No! I’m married to Mr. Robert Ferrars.

Joyce Melito,  Ian Kelly

From Broadway To JASNA-NY:
Applause For Ian Kelly

Ian Kelly — starring on Broadway in The Pitman
Painters and featured as Hermione’s father in the 
newest Harry Potter movie — spent his Monday 
evening off on November 15 with 75 JASNA-NY 
members in yet another of his roles, that of 
acclaimed biographer and social historian. 

“The characters I write about come at history from 
an unusual direction,” he said, a factor reflected in 
the three biographies that the Cambridge and UCLA 
graduate has published: Beau Brummell: The 
Ultimate Dandy (subtitled “The Ultimate Man of 
Style” in American editions); Cooking for Kings, a 
work on Napoleon’s chef, Antonin Careme; and, 
most recently, Casanova: Actor Lover Priest Spy.

Kelly addressed the ever-fascinating George “Beau” 
Brummell, arbiter of fashion and social status in the 
Regency, inventor of the gentleman’s suit, the first 
“serial shopper,” an inveterate (and ultimately 
unlucky) gambler, and the favorite, then the victim, 
of the Prince Regent. Lord Byron attested to his 
significance when he declared that of the three great 
men of the age —Napoleon, Brummell, and himself 
— “the greatest of all is Brummell.”

Details of Brummell’s life never fail to titillate. 
Consider, for example, his illegitimate birth to the 
mistress of the secretary to the Prime Minister (Lord 
North) in the servant quarters of what is now #10 
Downing Street. (North ultimately persuaded the 
parents to marry.) At his father’s death, Brummell 
inherited an immense fortune and estate, which he 
proceeded to squander and gamble away – but with 
style. He had affairs with many, if not most, of the 
famous and infamous sirens of his age.  

Kelly’s most notable “find” was Brummell’s medical 
records, discovered unexpectedly in the French 
lunatic asylum where he died. Brummell was 
afflicted with tertiary syphilis, which his physicians 
described in painstakingly accurate detail, revealing 
symptoms relatively unknown or denied before. 
Although some treatments for the dreaded sexually
transmitted disease were offered at the time—such 
as the so-called mercury cure—symptoms might 
fade, but the infection remained, and victims rarely 
survived to the final stage. Brummell’s delusions of 
attending wild parties in the asylum with celebrities 
from his past attest to the prevalence of bipolar 
disorder in advanced syphilis. 

Kelly believes the strict and repressive social and
sexual rules of the Victorian Age arose from 
widespread shame and attempts to suppress 
knowledge of the disease in all social classes after 
the Napoleonic wars, even among  some of the 
royals. This rarely acknowledged but widespread 
characteristic of the “underbelly” of Regency 
England accounts for tales, real and fictional, of 
violent and depressed behavior among sufferers,
whose ailment was feared and hidden.

Mr. Kelly— immensely charming and exceedingly 
well informed —ranks as one of the most winning 
speakers JASNA-NY has hosted. He signed copies of 
his books and chatted graciously after his 
memorable presentation.

—Elsa Solender



Brooklyn Book Festival

Nestled between picture perfect days in September, 
Sunday the 12th dawned cloudy and the weather 
prediction came all too true – it rained six of the eight 
festival hours. Contending with water pouring down the 
sides of the canopy, we tried to keep our supplies dry and 
dodge umbrellas.  But New Yorkers are tough, and many
(though certainly less than in previous years) still came 
to hear the readings and to visit the JASNA-NY booth.  
The picture on the right shows the crowd during one of 
our dry hours.

We sold many copies of Austen’s novels – they were 
snatched up by future Janeites.  Continuations, “mash 
ups,” and related books, buttons, bags, earrings, and 
bracelets also sold extremely well. One of our buttons 
sporting a picture of the Brooklyn Bridge and the phrase 
“Jane Comes to Brooklyn” was a hot item at the festival.

Brooklyn is home to many young people in their twenties and thirties, 
and they come in droves for the Festival.  For those of us who love books, 
this is a real affirmation that literature is alive and well in the 21st

century.   Pictured on the left is one of our new young members, Sarah 
Seltzer, explaining Austen and JASNA to a visitor.

Our 14 volunteers talked to many people during the day.  JASNA gained 2
new members, 44 people were added to our mailing list, and lots of 
people took our brochure and promised to join our list or become 
members (some already have).  

By 5 p.m. the rain had successfully 
driven most of the attendees away,  
but that did not dampen our spirits.  
Our last three volunteers--Meg Levin, 
Jennifer Keenan, and Susanna 
Ciurleo--helped us pack up display 
equipment as well as the remaining 
inventory. Dodging raindrops as 
much as possible, they helped 
transport all to our car.  Susanna and
Jennifer are pictured to the right.

Susanna Ciurleo , Jennifer Keenan

Our hard working volunteers clearly enjoyed themselves 
as well.  

Here are some of their comments: 
Ann Herendeen: “It really was a pleasure despite the 
rain”;
Sarah Seltzer: “I was thrilled to see how much traffic we 
got.”  
Kathleen Flynn: “It was a lot of fun.  I only wish I was 
better at chatting people up while shouting over a 
generator.”  (We had a perfect location except for the 
noisy generator.)  Here is Kathleen between Irene 
Jankowski and Margaret Doria during a quiet moment.
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Phyllis Fine: “It was great to see the variety of folks who like Austen. My favorite was the guy who asked if we had 
any merchandise that would introduce his six-year-old 
daughter to Austen. I passed him on to Kerri, who did a great job, 
suggesting both the comic 
book we had for sale and 
then the CD of an actress 
reading Austen Juvenilia. 
He bought both!” Phyllis is 
on the left next to Kerri 
Spennicchia and Linda 
Dennery.

Maureen O’Connor said 
that she loved watching 
Shirley Safran’s six-year-
old granddaughter Emma 

selling merchandise.  To the right are Maureen, Lorraine Garvilla, and 
Kerri.

To the left is Shirley’s granddaughter Emma, holding a copy of Emma. Little Emma 
will soon have a Regency dress made by our region’s official costumer, Maureen.  
Proceeds from the dresses Maureen makes will be donated to AGM 2012.

Shirley Safran: “It was really great fun, despite the wet stuff...and wasn't it 
heartening to see all those young potential Janeites stopping by, asking questions, 
buying books, etc.”

Referring to our Pug’s coordinator and 
merchandiser, Kerri Spennicchia, Meg Levin 
said, “I always assumed Kerri had a lot to do 
running Pug's, but it's only seeing it 
‘backstage’ that makes you realize the amount 
of thought and effort (and manual labor!) she 
puts in.  Pictured here, Kerri is making a sale. 
We couldn’t do it without her.  

Below, Kerri is finally sitting at the end of the day.  With her is Meg Levin. Also volunteering 
were Allie Bruce, pictured on the right, and Elizabeth 
Freedman (not pictured).
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DEFENSE OF THE REALM
            THE MILITARY IN THE REGENCY ERA 
                                        1811-1820

                                                                                                                                                

           
            

    Love a Redcoat like Mrs. Bennet?
           Admire the Navy like Anne Elliot?

                      
                                    
    (Jane really loved the Navy!)

     Then you will want to attend    
JASNA-New York’s Weekend Conference at

   the United States Military Academy at West Point!
    where all things military will be considered.

Learn from experts about England’s Army and Navy during Jane Austen’s turbulent era, 
as well as our own post-revolutionary military. Although Austen makes scant mention of 
the military conflagrations of her age, they significantly influenced the lives and fortunes 
of her family, which included two brothers who became admirals, another who joined the 
militia (albeit briefly), and a sister-in-law who was the daughter of a general. 

Friday, March 18, to Sunday, March 20,
at the Thayer Hotel at West Point
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JASNA-NY Regional Meeting

Reading Pride and Prejudice Backward

                

                by Professor Mary Poovey
Saturday, December 11, at 2:00 p.m.  Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church

7 West 55th Street (between 5th and 6th Avenues)

Our speaker, Mary Poovey, is the Samuel Rudin University Professor in the Humanities at NYU and 
author of many books and articles.  Her talk will be a serious treatment of Pride and Prejudice in the 
context of the period in which it was written. Professor Poovey thinks that Austen was trying to position 
herself in the early nineteenth century book market in a particular way that led her to develop new 
modes of narrative, plot, and characterization--a new aesthetic. She will describe that context and the 
textual traces that appear in Austen's novel.

We will be celebrating
     Austen’s 235th Birthday

                     So there will be:
             -The annual toast to Jane Austen

                        -A sumptuous tea
                       -Opportunities to pick up delightful Austen-themed gifts

  
_______________________________________________

RESERVATION FORM

Your Name________________________  Telephone____________ Email_________________

Guest’s Name (s) ______________________________________

Please reserve _____ member places @ $35 each =   $_________
                         _____ guest places @ $45 each =   $_________
Tax deductible donation for JASNA programming (thank you!)          $_________

Total enclosed   $_________
Mail your check payable to JASNA-NY and send it with this reservation form to: 

Diane Mangasarian, 170 West End Avenue  #21E, NYC, NY 10023-5442
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3rd Annual Jane Austen Festival
Locust Grove in Louisville, KY  

On the weekend of July 10-11, was I Lost in Austen, Becoming Jane,  
attending Jane Austen Book Club, experiencing the  Rude Awakening 
of a Jane Austen Addict, or among All Things Austen?  Was that 
Colonel Brandon challenging John Willoughby to a duel defending his 
ward’s honor,   Mr. Perry checking on Mr. Woodhouse’s  health, or 
Emma and Miss Smith purchasing ribbons at Fords?   While it seemed 
all of the above,  I was actually attending the 3rd Annual Jane Austen 
Festival held at Locust Grove in Louisville, KY.  www.locustgrove.org

The conference is hosted by the JASNA–Greater Louisville Region, 
which was formed in 2007 and has already grown to over 100 

members.   This festival had visitors from many parts of the U.S. and Canada.  www.jasnalouisville.com

The weekend  afforded the opportunity to learn a good deal of  historical facts not only about Jane Austen but 
about the social norms, fashions, and customs of the era.  Both days’ events offered a Regency Emporium, 
Regency Style show, four-course afternoon tea, a Grand Ball, a talk by author Kim Wilson, (In the Garden 
with Jane Austen & Tea with Jane Austen) and a demonstration by Edward Maeder, the creator of the 
fabulous Dolley Madison bonnets recently seen on PBS.   Also on the schedule were workshops on How to 
Make a Tussie Mussie and How to Silk Ribbon Embroider a Reticule, as well as a demonstration of the 
various sewing accoutrements used  in the Regency era.

Not to be outdone, a good number of gentlemen members could be 
found strolling, lawn bowling, dueling, fencing, and demonstrating 
the art of dressing or undressing, as was the case with the “dressing 
Mr. Darcy” portion of the schedule.  There was a Gentlemen’s 
Hellfire Club storytelling to round out the activities.

The formal tea was a delightful four-course 
meal consisting of a good assortment of teas, 
sweets, finger sandwiches, and desserts, and 
served on fine china by young members of 
JASNA-Louisville, all  outfitted in period 
costumes.

By far the most exciting event of the weekend 
was the Grand Ball held in a local church hall.  
Not to worry if you have never attended a 
Country Dance before, as the Society afforded 

the opportunity to take some country dance lessons prior to the event, as well as 
walking through each of the dances during the Ball itself.  A program was provided 

with each dance step outlined.  The attendees were 
dressed in their finest silks and muslins, which would 
have aroused the envy of the Bennet sisters themselves. 

As a new  member of JASNA-NY this was my 
first weekend-long event, which I thoroughly 
enjoyed -  well worth the 14-hour drive to 
Louisville, KY.    I so look forward to the AGM 
in Portland, OR, and have already started on 
my Regency fall outfits.

By Maureen O’Connor



Farewell from Your
Regional Coordinators

It has been our great pleasure to serve as your 
Regional Coordinators for the last four years. Now 
it’s time for us to move on to our next endeavor: 
making the 2012 AGM the best conference in 
JASNA’s history.  We are well on our way.  Our 
keynote speaker, Anna Quindlen, is very excited to 
be attending our conference.  She is especially 
looking forward to hearing our North American 
Scholar plenary speaker, Cornel West, talk about 
Austen.  In her words: “ I just have to hear what he 
has to say.”  We feel the same way about all our 
speakers.  More than 60 people have volunteered 
for AGM 2012, and many have worked hard 
already.  If you have not yet heard from us, give us 
a chance to finish our RC responsibilities and then 
we will be knocking at your door.

As for the region, we are leaving it in good hands.  
On December 11, Linda Dennery and Meg Levin 
will be voted in as your new Regional 
Coordinators.  At the same time you will be voting 
in Mary Ann Linahan as secretary and Diane 
Mangasarian to continue as treasurer. Joyce 
Melito will continue as program chair, Barbara 
Hellering will continue to run the monthly book 
group, and Kerri Spennicchia will still be in 
charge of Pug’s. 

Now a word about our finances: We are one of the 
few JASNA regions that does not collect regional 
dues.  We never have and hope we never will.  
How can we do this?  We have very generous 
members.  At each event, members donate about 
$200 with their registration. This helps cover the 
administrative costs of the region 
(copying/mailing, etc).  In addition our members 
have given us grants to help us enrich our 
programs and outreach efforts.   But the biggest 
fund-raising vehicle we have is Pug’s.  Kerri’s hard 
work netted our region over $2,000 last year.  
Some of you have wondered if Pug’s is Kerri’s 
financial endeavor.  Kerri receives no 
compensation or commission; instead she gives 
up a good portion of her apartment, not to 
mention her time finding those terrific earrings 
and bracelets.  

But as good as Kerri’s buying skills are, we would 
not net so much money for the region without 
your donations of books and other items to Pug’s, 
which we happily resell.  So thank you all.

We have often said that for an organization to 
succeed, it must have members who step up to the 
plate and help it along.  We are fortunate that we 
have so many talented and capable members.  
Thank you all for being on our team.

Moving on to 2012

N ili and Jerry



Date Events
Saturday, December 11 Birthday Meeting
Thursday, January 20 Book Discussion Group
Thursday, February 17 Book Discussion Group
March 18 - 20 West Point Conference

JASNA – NEW YORK METROPOLITAN REGION
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NY NY  10025
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