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Northanger Abbey Diary Entry Central New Jersey
By Janeite Deborah Leaderan Toam:
Dear Diary, Regional Coordinator
17 October. Spent a delightful afternoon with a group of ladies | met on Newsletter Editor
my way home to Fullerton, though | cannot say that all their conversation was Webmaster
perfectly intelligible to me. But no doubt that is because | have seen nothing of Meredith Barnes
th Id but North d Bath.
© worid but Rorfanger and & 3905 Cleveland St.
The afternoon was damp and drearyi quite as wet as that sad hour | Toms River, NJ 08755
spent waiting to walk with Mr. and Miss Tilney. How long ago that seems! (908)910-9277

. inil ith hoo.
| fear that the coach must have taken a wrong turn, for our journey minimeredith @yahao.com

seemed much farther than 70 miles, and the signposts indicated that we had

arrived in Marlton, though | know of no such village in Wiltshire. The coach put .

me down at a charming inn whose landlady gave her name as Geri peculiar, Treasurer:  Connie Paul
but perhaps customary in Marlton.

Geri 6s other guests were some dozen Pfoﬂfé"i‘%héi”swho tol d
members of JASNA-CNJ. | was puzzled as to what this could mean, but | had no ~ Geri Benedetto & Pat Shields
chance to ask, for they immediately pressed me to take some refreshment from
the tea table, which was laden with more cakes, sandwiches and scones than |

remember seeing even during breakfast with General Tilney. Membership Chairs:

Florence Spencer &

I was hungry, having taken nothing since leaving Northanger, and so | Jane Arlasukas
ate my fill and Ilistened to the JASNA |l adiesd conversati
off, overtired from my sleepless night and uncomfortable journey, for | feel cer-
tain | dreamed what followed T it is not possible that these strangers could truly Contributions always
have been discussing Mr. Henry Tilney and myself, and yet that is what | | |
thought | heard. welcome:
Nor was the conversation in all points pleasing: while | was described
as young, sweet and artless, | was also called unintelligent! The ladies were ea-
ger to deny that | would grow to resemble Mrs. Bennet, a woman they all seemed
to know and dislike, or that i | blush to write this i Mr. Tilney would grow tired
of me after several years of marriage. Mr. Tilney, too, they spoke of with almost
undue familiarity, noting his charm, his wit, his kindness. . . . | almost wept . .
then, and | fear | will begin again if npidediysissiesue to wri
quite slightingly of Isabella Thorpe, though they said nothing she did not de-
serve.
. : . Janeds Peerb
At some moments, | almost believed the JASNA ladies thought Mr. Til-
ney and myself were characters in a no of I
spoke of fdthe endingdo and whether it WRegencyNJ 2 n irc
call ed-modeponodt | i ght. By then, my poor ng,
relieved when Geri suggested that | return to my coach and continue on my way.
I have just now glimpsed the spire of Salisbury Cathedral! | shall soon be home Jane Sightings 2
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The Morgan Library & Museum Exhibit
225 Madison Avenue at 36th Street, New York, NY 10016

A Woman's Wit: Jane Austen's Life and Legacy November 6, 2009, through March 14, 2010
Modern Day Jane Sightings
This exhibition explores the life, work, and legacy of Jane Auste
(1775%1817), regarded as one of the greatest English novelists.
the past two decades, numerous successful motion picture and
vision adaptations of Austen's novels have led to a resurgence ¢ . Ne
terest in her life and work. Providing a clege portrait of Austen, b= |
this show achieves tangible intimacy with the author through the '
presentation of her manuscripts and personal letters, which the
Morgan has not exhibited in a generation. The Morgan's collecti ‘
of Austen's manuscripts and letters is the largest of any institutic |
the world and includes the darkly satiric Lady Susan, the only si -
ing complete manuscript of any of Austen's novels. The exhibition
also includes first and early illustrated editions of Austen's novels as well as contemporary
drawings and prints depicting people, places, and events of biographical significance.

The Garden State: Regency Style

A short history of the Cranbury Inn: In the mid 1600's in the center of the colony of New Jerse
by Cranberry Creek, a mill town began to develop along an old Indian trail that had widened
into a road. This road connected the colonies and was becoming a main thoroughfare for colo
nial travelers. In 1697 Cranberry Towne received its charter from England. With increasing de:
velopment, a need arose in central New Jersey for a place to eat and drink, get fresh horses,
and spend the night; thus in the mid 1700's our taverns were built to meet these needs of the
travelers passing through this area. After the colonies declared their independence from the
motherland this business officially established itself in 1780. What is now The Cranbury Inn
has been functioning as a place to eat and drink since the mid 1700's.
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A Spot of Teaé English Country Dancing

Friday Night Dancing in Titusville Since February 2009, a regional dance organiza-
gﬁon, Lambertville Country Dancers (LCD), has

entirely. Instances have been known of°€€n holding Friday evening English Country

young people passing many, many montI[Pé"‘nceS and Contra Dances at Titusville United
successively, without being at any ball oI}/Iethodist Church hall to wonderful live acoustic

any description, and no material injury adnusic. Both English Country Dance and_Qontra

crue either to body or mindbut when a Dance are social, com- [, A
beginning is madewhen the felicities of MUNity dances in which
rapid motion have once been, though 9@ncers change partnei
slightly, felt-it must be a very heavy set [0 ach dance in sets ¢
that does not ask for mor¢Emma 246) Couples.
Finish the article on
page 5.

It may be possible to do without dancin

Book Review: A Truth Universally Acknowledged

A Truth Universally Acknowledged: Thirty -Three old, some newly composed)s revels in the myr-
Great Writers on Why We Read Jane Austen Ed- i ad reasons that Austensds
ited by Susannah Carson have such wide and enduring appeal. The keen
[Why] does the reader yearn with such helpless  jqqjghts of thirty -three great writers, including
fervor for the marriage of Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. the authors named above, are sure to delight and

Darcy? Why does the reader crow and flinch with almost enlighten Jane-ites. (And how refreshing to

equal concern over the ups and downs of Jane Bennet know that we Aus- -
and Mr. Bingley? Jane and Rkl jpgeBEateh

net (stupid, prattling, coarse, greedy), is one of the such good com-
greatest comic nightmares in all literature, yet we are pany!) (Text and
scarcely less restrained than she in our fretful ambition image courtesy of

for her daughters. Jane Austen makes Mrs. Bennets of us g,¢ Bleu)
all. How? & Martin Amis  Question: What do you, C. S.
Lewis, Harold Bloom, Eudora Welty, W. Somerset
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Maugham, Alain de Botton, Virginia Woolf, and all of us

here at Bas Bleu have in common? Answer: a grand ap-

preciation for Jane Austen! A Truth Universally Acknowl-

edgedd an engaging collection of essays (some decades

E



OUR NEXT EVENT:Jane Austenodos BI
Jane Austen Birthday Celebration

Dec 5 at 11 am

at Cranbury Inn in Cranbury
21 South Main Street,
Cranbury, New Jersey

PleaseRSVP by Dec 1 to:
(908)910-9277 or
minimeredith@yahoo.com

Please join JASNA Central New Jersey for a birthday toast to Jane Austen at the
Cranbury Inn, 21 South Main Street, Cranbury, New Jersey on Saturday, Decemb
5, 2009 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

28 gAaft OSt SO"NMIMNG KIRI&zZRESYDE yHdyR RAAO
programs together, and share our love of all things Austen. Should you be so in-

clined, please feel free to bring a short reading selection of your choice to get us

all in the spirit.

TENTATIVE CALENDAR FOR 2010 -2011

Please save the following dates for our Central New Jersey
JASNA program:

Feb 20, April 17, June 19, Aug 21 Box Hill Picnic, Oct 16, and
Dec 4 or 18. Locations to be determined.

If you want to getthe jump-her e6s our reading
Sense & Sensibility, Juvenil i e

Elizabeth Bennett by Carmen
Keys
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