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| was able to take the train down from Connecticut with two friends to
attend Arnie's presentation on Saturday, May 1, 201Q Traveling with
portable oxygen is a bit of aneffort, but the event was well worth it.

The site chosen for the occasion, the Colunbia Faculty House, was quite
elegant--a beautiful room with large windows and light. The arrangement
of chairs was quite unique. Instead of lines of chairs arranged in
auditorium style, there were circles of 8 or 9 chairs in clusters throughout
the room. It was a much more intimate arrangement--very delightful --and
| don't know why it isn't done more often this way. Before the talk, we
chatted with our circle mates, and as the talkproceeded, we continued with
our connection to each other.

Arnie gave afine talk on the shadow stories in Emma--his specialty. He
was poised enthusiastic and engaged with the audience-a very good



speaker. He was verywell received by the audience who were sometimes
startled, sometimes amused andsometimes dismayed by his nsights. |
believe many were willing to consider the possibility that he might be onto
something. Some were definitely more open-minded than others.

| asked my companion, Olive, what she thought of it, and she replied that
she hadalways thought there was something strange and suspicious about
Jane Fairfax's illness. She planned to reread Emma with a new critical eye.

Arnie's advice to us was good-to reread the last 10 chapters first and then
proceedto reread Emma again. | have always thought Frank's Iong letter at
the end didn't really make sense and fit in. I'm interested in rereading with
Arnie's theories in mind.

After the talk, there were delicious refreshments and socializing. | think

many would have loved to just continue listening to Arnie.

In summary, it was a very upbeat event-a memorable occasion.



